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physical modification of its organs, its function is
still normal. If a species of plant or animal suc-
ceeds in multiplying its individuals without any
change in its structure, it remains the same species
and its condition is technically statical. So of social
structures and human institutions, no matter how
great the results of their functional activity, so long
as they remain the same structures and the same
institutions, their study belongs to social statics.

One further step might be taken before the strict
bounds of statical sociology are exceeded. It is an
important fact not to be overlooked that structures
are at first crude and poorly perform their functions,
and that they usually continue gradually to improve
in quality and attain correspondingly increased
efficiency. This, too, properly belongs to statics,
although it would seem to involve a true progress.
Great caution, however, is required in this study of
the improvement in the quality of types of structure.
There is always danger of overlooking the true
character of structures. They are almost always
composite and consist of what may be called sub-
structures. The character of the function performed
by the compound structure will depend upon the
nature of its component structures. Any change in
the nature of the functions is liable to be due to
essential modifications in the substructures, which
may leave the compound structure to all appearances
unchanged. We may, therefore, really be dealing
with a dynamic phenomenon without knowing it.